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the world. The pivot of his optimism must be transferred to heaven, and then the earth and all the children of men could be freely handed over to the damnation of original sin. The ascetic teaching of Christ fully harmonised with this theory. Since it was only a finite devil, multiplied vaguely into 'legions,' that played havoc with the world, the supremacy of God was unimpaired ; and since man himself had caused this, by breaking a deliberate bargain, the sanctity and justice of God were untouched. On the other hand, the generosity and love of God had opened a higher world to man instead of the one he had forfeited, and we were to make our way thither with all the caution and anxiety which were demanded by its lofty character and the devil-beset nature of our path.
Reasoning in this way, Augustine receded gradually from the optimism of Plotinus, partly following, partly constructing, the familiar lines of Catholic theology. From this root sprang inevitably the most repellent of his opinions—the placid damnation of the unconscious babe as well as the appalling violence done to the conscience of the sincere Donatist, the contempt of sexual love (with its sinister results), as well as the extinction